Characteristic properties of these soils are the presence of artifacts (e.g. ceramics, lithics, etc.) at any amount, and/or Melich-1-extractable phosphorus (elemental P) in the fine earth fraction (at least 65 mg/kg −1 ), charcoal in the fine earth fraction, fine earth organic carbon content (10 g kg −1 or more) as determined by the Walkley-Black method (Embrapa 1997) , in the absence of any other evidence of ancient anthropic activity, the HA: FA ratio must be ≥2.0.
Both the organic C content and the HA:FA ratio should be higher from the soil surface down to the depth of 0.6 m or more in comparison to surrounding background soils. Indicators of anthropic origin can still be the presence of fragments of shells and other aquatic organisms, bone artifacts, or accumulation of organic compost or mud, or solid earth additions with or without cultural artifacts. Clear spatial association of soil with prior human activities can also be indicators of Archaeo-anthropogenic soils. These soils form a wide array of soil classes as indicated by the 4th level units of the proposed Archaeo-pedological Classification (Kämpf et al. 2003) .
Today, these soils represent important islands of high soil fertility in the Amazon environment. The exact management practices responsible for the formation of ADE still remain unclear, but the relationships between its organic matter and their production potential have become evident (Cunha 2005) .
Several studies were accomplished to understand the genesis of the soils with an antropic A horizon. However, very little was done in relation to the soil chemical characteristics, physical-chemical, and spectroscopic properties of its organic matter. The study of the humic acids (AH) of the anthropogenic soils, through its spectroscopic characteristic can contribute to the knowledge and the action of the organic matter of these soils, as well as the several aspects related to the structural characteristics, functionality, reactivity, effect of the agricultural use, and its productive potential. Thus, the objective of this work was to study the spectroscopic characteristics of the humic acid of soils with an anthropic A horizon, under agricultural use, compared to others in several areas of the Brazilian Amazon, for the best knowledge of the influence of the organic matter on its micro and macroscopic characteristics.
Material and Methods

Description and Morphologic Characterization
For this study 18 areas of occurrence of anthropogenic soils were selected in the areas of Humaitá, Lábrea, Apuí, New Aripuanã, Manicoré, and Manaus, in Amazonas State. In those soils, the anthropic A horizon was sampled (Horizon Au1), according to Lemos and Santos (1996) . The samples were collected in the 0-20 cm layer, with several sub-samples collected that were mixed and prepared for future analyses. The study areas were selected in function of the different use systems found, embracing areas under forest and cultivated areas. Four soils were also selected adjacent to anthropogenic soils under forest. In the total 22 samples were
